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To Be Like Christ  

Text: 1 John 2:3-6 

*3. Heart Commandment/Moves of the Heart 

God tells you specifically to do something.  

*MSG 9:15-16 The day The Dwelling was set up, the Cloud covered The Dwelling 
of the Tent of Testimony. From sunset until daybreak it was over The Dwelling. It 
looked like fire. It was like that all the time, the Cloud over The Dwelling and at 
night looking like fire. 17-23 When the Cloud lifted above the Tent, the People of 
Israel marched out; and when the Cloud descended the people camped. The 
People of Israel marched at God’s command and they camped at his command. As 
long as the Cloud was over The Dwelling, they camped. Even when the Cloud 
hovered over The Dwelling for many days, they honored God’s command and 
wouldn’t march. They stayed in camp, obedient to God’s command, as long as the 
Cloud was over The Dwelling, but the moment God issued orders they marched. If 
the Cloud stayed only from sunset to daybreak and then lifted at daybreak, they 
marched. Night or day, it made no difference—when the Cloud lifted, they 
marched. It made no difference whether the Cloud hovered over The Dwelling for 
two days or a month or a year, as long as the Cloud was there, they were there. 
And when the Cloud went up, they got up and marched. They camped at God’s 
command and they marched at God’s command. They lived obediently by God’s 
orders as delivered by Moses. 

*Move when God says move, stay when God says stay.  



 

 

*“to know God is to experience his love in Christ, and to return that love of 
obedience” C.H Dodd. 

*John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. 

James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 
believe, and tremble.  

5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 
know we that we are in him. 

*Three thoughts on “the love of God”  

1. The love that God gives  
2. Our love for God 
3. God’s kind of love 

*John declares here that true knowledge involves love 

6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked. 

*New Living Translation-Those who say they live in God should live their lives as 
Jesus did. 

*abideth--To remain, stay, implying a condition lasting, without intermission, and 
without end. 

*Adideth- An expression which implies a durable state; a constant, lasting 
knowledge of and communion with him 

*Ought-to be under obligation, put as a debt. The word expresses a special, 
personal obligation,  

 


