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2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

The Book of Acts 

“Can I Get A Witness-The Gospel To The Ends Of The Earth” 

Acts 9:1-19 

The Conversion of Saul  

 

1. Saul Confrontation with the Church 

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 

unto the high priest, 

NLT 1 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s 

followers. So he went to the high priest. 

yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter. 

"one that breathes out violence", or cruelty; and this shows the inward disposition of his mind, 

the rage, wrath, malice, envy, and blood thirstiness he was full of. 

Threatening - It denotes "intense activity and energy in persecution. 

Slaughter - Murder. Intensely desiring to put to death as many Christians as possible. He 

rejoiced in their death. 

1 Corinthians 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 



2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 

whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

NLT 2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their 

cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring 

them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains. 

 

2. Jesus Confronts Saul 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a 

light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 

me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is 

hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 

Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as 

ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

1 Ti 1:13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, 

because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

to resist a power altogether superior to our own is a profitless and perilous experiment. 

The expression "to kick against the prick" is derived from the action of a stubborn and 

unyielding ox kicking against the goad. And as the ox would injure no one by it but himself. 

 It denotes "rebellion against lawful authority, and thus getting into greater difficulty by 

attempting to oppose the commands to duty." 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said 

unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? - This indicates a subdued soul, a humbled spirit. Just 

before, he had sought only to do his own will; now he inquired what was the will of the Saviour.  

Saul did not debate the matter, he did not inquire what the scribes and Pharisees would say; he 

did not consult his own reputation; he did not ask what the world would think.  

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led 

him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 



3. Jesus Converse with Ananias 

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire 

in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,  

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that 

he might receive his sight. 

3. Jesus Converse with Ananias 

 A. Ananias Cowardness/Afraid 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath 

done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 

B. Jesus Comfort Ananias/ Commissioned 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 

before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

1 Peter 2:9 NLT 9But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a 

holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, 

for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 

Saul was the afflicter, but now he would become the afflicted. 

Enemy not going to bother with you if you are doing nothing for the kingdom.  

NLT 2 Corinthians 11:23 Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like a madman, but I have 

served him far more! I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times 

without number, and faced death again and again.  

24 Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine lashes.  

25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once 

I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea.  

26 I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I 

have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced 

danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who 

claim to be believers but are not.  



27 I have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty 

and have often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep 

me warm. 

28 Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is 

weak without my feeling that weakness? Who is led astray, and I do not burn with anger? 

 

4. Ananias Converts Saul 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, 

Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 

sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 

forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the 

disciples which were at Damascus. 

 


